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Sao Tome and Principe; Located in the Gulf of Guinea in the west-central
Africa, it is composed of Sao Tome Island, principe island and some nearby
reefs. The official language is Portuguese. Land area: 1,001 square
kilometers. The total population is 204,000 (December 2019). Capital: Sao
Tome. President: Evaristo Carvalho.

Sao Tome and Principe was uninhabited before the 1970s. Portugal
invaded in 1470. It was colonized by Portugal in 1522. Once known as the
"Island of Death". It was occupied by Holland and France in 17th-18th
century. It was again ruled by Portugal in 1878. In 1951, it became an
overseas province of Portugal. On July 12, 1975, it declared independence
and named the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe.

Sao Tome and Principe pursues a foreign policy of peace, good
neighborliness and friendship in order to make better use of international
cooperation resources and serve the economic development of Sao Tome
and Principe; Focus on developing relations with neighboring countries,
Portuguese-speaking countries in Africa and western donor countries. It is a
member of the African Union, the Economic Community of Central African
States, the Community of Portuguese-speaking Countries and the OIF. The
People's Republic of China and Sao Tome established diplomatic relations
on July 12th, 1975. On May 6, 1997, Sao Tome announced the
establishment of diplomatic relations with Taiwan Province; On July 11th,
China decided to suspend diplomatic relations with Sao Tome and Principe.
On December 21, 2016, Sao Tome and Principe announced that it had
broken diplomatic relations with Taiwan Province. On December 26, 2016,
China and the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe resumed
diplomatic relations.

Sao Tome and Principe, one of the least developed countries in the world,
is an agricultural country mainly planting cash crops such as cocoa, and its
main export products are cocoa, coffee, desiccated coconut, palm kernel
and so on. Mainly imports grain, fuel, industrial products and daily
consumer goods. It is one of the countries receiving the most foreign aid
per capita in the world, and 90% of its development funds depend on
foreign aid. After independence, the state-owned economy was the main
economic policy for a long time. In 1985, the economic liberalization began,
and in July 1987, the economic restructuring plan began. In April 2000, it
signed a three-year plan for debt reduction and economic growth with the
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International Monetary Fund, and adopted a series of measures such as
reducing tariffs, amending investment regulations and establishing a free
trade zone to attract foreign investment and promote economic
development; In 2007, Sao Tome was granted substantial debt relief by the
International Monetary Fund and Paris Club, and its external debt was
reduced from over US$ 300 million to about US$ 80 million, thus improving
its financial situation. In 2012, the political situation of Sao Tome and
Principe was basically stable, and the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, the European Union and Portugal provided certain assistance
to Sao Tome and Principe. The state attaches importance to education and
implements free education in primary and secondary schools. In October
2018, Sao Tome and Principe was selected as the top ten best countries to
travel in 2019, ranking 9th.

Sao Tome and Principe dobra is the currency name of the Democratic
Republic of Sao Tome and Principe; The unit of secondary currency is
céntimo; 1dobra = 100 céntimo.This banknote is the 1996 edition of 5000
dobra. It is one of the ten most beautiful banknotes in the world
recommended by David standish's book The Art of Money. The design of
banknotes is exquisite and fresh. The front of the paper money shows the
typical and abundant wildlife resources of the small islands in the Gulf of
Guinea. Including Principe Glossy-starling, which inhabits branches, is a
unique species of Santo Island. Included in the red list of endangered
species ver3.1-low risk (LC) of IUCN in 2012. The design also includes the
name of the country, the number and year of the issuance approval, the
denomination, the crown number, the signature of the Ministro das
Financas ede Planeamento and the Governador do banco Central, and the
portrait of Ray amador, a national hero who opposed Portuguese colonial
rule. The main picture on the back shows a building, the words of the Banco
central des tome e principe and denominations.
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